London- my journey through the historic capital

London is one of the most unique and fascinating capital cities the world has to offer. From humble Roman beginnings in the swamplands of ancient Britain, a thriving metropolis has emerged packed with millennia of history. It's no secret that London, in particular the central City of London, is a world player on the financial scene and for this reason has attracted many millions from across the globe to its immense wealth-generating power. The city as it stands today is a thriving cosmopolitan melting pot with all races, religions and cultures represented in this South England hub. 
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It was these very factors that drew me to the city on my travels, with the expectation to soak up everything the capital had to offer. I knew of the history and culture associated with London, but nothing prepared me for the scale- everything is so big and bustling. Thousands of years of infrastructure changes and developments make London a wonderfully fascinating city to navigate. The local black cab taxi drivers have what is known as 'the knowledge'- an immense mental recollection of every street name, road and junction in the whole of London! I stuck to the GPS on my iPhone and various apps downloaded before I visited, which helped and informed me tremendously and I cannot recommend doing so enough. The tube and bus links were second to none, arriving every couple of minutes with an easy to follow schedule on every bus stop. I did see bicycles for rent dotted around the city which would have been great, but I opted not to as I didn't think I could navigate the heavy traffic and check my iPhone map at the same time!

The vast history of the city has also had a profound effect on the architecture. Some of the most characteristic buildings and monuments in London have stood there for centuries and only gained more beauty in their now weathered state. The various arches, such as the Marble and Wellington, are particularly inspiring as they tower so high and are adorned with exquisitely grafted reliefs. Buckingham Palace was one of my favourite buildings, along with St. Paul's Cathedral, because they both immediately screamed decadence and perfection. It's no wonder millions flock here every year with their cameras in hand to capture these stunning architectural achievements, designed by famous names like Christopher Wren and John Nash.

I really enjoyed just walking the streets taking everything in, going nowhere in particular, because the atmosphere is just so electric. You are hard pressed to find total silence at any time of the day or night in this metropolis, the cars rush by and people chat in the street oblivious to the world around them- everyone's busy. There are many hidden gems in this city when it comes to shopping, with awesome little shops that are relatively cheap compared to the surrounding high-end brand names. Here I found lots of unique items for souvenirs here instead of the traditional Union Jack t-shirt or mug, which my friends back home appreciated much more.

It can be said of many cities that there is something for all the family, but this has never been truer than for London. It's many hundreds of attractions offer something for every visitor of every age, from museums and themed restaurants to world-renowned places of historical interest. The London Eye is a real treat that is not to be missed, as it gives you a view of London right across to the outer suburbs. Everything is in relatively close proximity, and you can easily plan your day to be the most efficient possible in terms of distance needed to travel. The large areas of parkland and manicured flowerbeds are a surprising, but welcome addition to my travels in the city, providing a relaxing break amongst trees and squirrels with the busiest motorway in England a stone’s throw away.

If you would like to know more about London, please read my following travel articles which discuss many of London's most popular attractions in detail. London is a fantastic city to visit and if you're considering going there these articles will give you a better insight what to expect. It's not an experience to be missed.
